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CHAPTEE XXXI.

SEALING.

MUCH confusion comes upon us from the use of
this word sealing in the English sense of marriage.
Sealing may mean marriage; it may also mean
something else. A woman can be sealed to a man
without becoming his wife, as we have found in
the case of Joseph's supposed widows ; also in the
instance of Eliza Snow, the poetess, who, in spite
of being sealed to Young, is called Miss Snow,
and regarded by her people as a spinster. Sealing
may mean a great deal more, and it may mean
a great deal less than marriage. Consummation,
necessary in wedlock, is not necessary in sealing.
Marriage is secular; sealing is both secular and
celestial.

A strange peculiarity which the Saints have
intruded into the finer relations of husband and
wife is that of continuity. Their rite of sealing